
iPhone Terminology 
All of these terms are explained in one or more videos in the 

course. 

Term Definition
Lock Screen The screen you see when you 

activate your phone. If your 
passcode/fingerprint/facial 

recognition is activated, you will 
have to sign in to go any further.

Home Screen After signing in, it is the first screen 
you will see. Usually the icons for 

the Camera and Photos app reside 
here.

Dock The strip at the bottom of your 
home screen that hold 4 icons.

Search This feature allows you to search 
your iPhone for items using 

keywords. Swipe right until you see 
the window at the top of your 
screen that says “Search”.

Power On/Power Off When your iPhone goes dark and 
seems to be off, it probably is not. 

To Power Off, hold button on top rim 
or right side until you see a slider 
“Power Off”. Hold down again to 

“Power On”.

Control Center A setting that provides access all in 
one place to a variety of iPhone 

features: camera, volume, airplane 
mode and many more.
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Tap A light touch on your iPhone screen 
opens apps. 

Long Press Holding your tap for an extra 
second or so constitutes a long 
press. This action often provides 

additional options in an app.

Swipe A quick flick of your finger allows 
you to navigate between screens. 
On some iPhones, you swipe up 

from the bottom to get to the Home 
Screen.

App A small software program that 
focuses on one feature such as the 

camera or weather.

Portrait & Landscape Mode These terms refer to how you hold 
your iPhone. Portrait = vertical & 

Landscape = horizontal.

Passcode The 4 or 6 numbers you enter to 
unlock your iPhone.

Face or Fingerprint ID You can use Face or Fingerprint ID 
to unlock your phone (Depends on 

which iPhone).

Notifications Alerts to new texts, emails, and 
much more.

Icon for data that is stored in the 
cloud. When you click on it, the 
data/file is downloaded to your 

iPhone.

iCloud Apple’s iCloud stores data for you 
in case something happens to your 

phone. 
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